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Project Description
Perched off the coast of Texas in the Gulf of Mexico, Galveston Island is a haven 
for beachgoers all year long. But it’s also in a precarious position each time a 
hurricane takes aim at the Gulf Coast. Most recently, in 2008 the northern end 
of the island took a blow from Hurricane Ike, with winds of 110 mph and a 13-
foot storm surge that inflicted long-term damage to residential and commercial 
properties. 

The ever-present risk of flooding meant that two new Galveston County (GALCO) Emergency Communication District shelters, 
which house vital communications and electronic equipment for two-way-radio communication, had to be positioned at least 15 
feet above sea level to ensure first responders can keep working during weather incidents. To accomplish this, Consolidated 
Telecom Services (CTS) relied on the Kenner Chain Wall System, a precast concrete modular foundation. For each site, the team 
installed two chain walls, one on top of the other, which elevated the shelters 7 feet, and then placed the communications 
shelters directly on top. 

“The installation saved us hours of time versus fabricating the foundations ourselves,” says Scheral Rivera, director of systems 
integration for CTS. Rivera estimates the process also shaved labor and material costs.

“These are two of the best sites we’ve ever built,” Rivera says of the compounds, which also include 350-foot-high and 400-foot-
high communications towers. A double-stacked chain wall was also used to elevate two propane tanks at each compound.

The chain wall system was patented by Kenner Innovative Design Systems, LLC and is manufactured by Forterra at facilities across 
the country. Kenner Chain Walls are custom made to fit various shelter sizes and elevation requirements and can be delivered 
anywhere in the continental United States.  Because the chain wall arrives as a pre-engineered structure and requires minimal site 
preparation, installation of both the chain wall and shelter are generally completed in less than one day.
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