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CEDAR CITY TEMPLE

GROUNDED IN STRENGTH

Cedar City Temple



Forterra
Stunning Architecture
in record time.

Project Description 
The stunning Cedar City Temple shows the full complexity that can be achieved 
by building with architectural precast concrete and glass fiber reinforced 
concrete (GFRC).  Forterra Structural Precast produced and erected all of the 
architectural precast cladding on this temple.  The intricate detailing, tight 
construction schedule, and attention to detail on this project earned Forterra the 
Subcontractor of the Year Award from the Associated Builders and Contractors 
of Utah, an Excellence in Construction Award from the Associated Builders and 
Contractors of Utah, and an Outstanding Project Award from Utah Construction 
and Design.

Products
This nearly 40,000 square foot building reaches over 160 feet in height and has 
features and detailing reminiscent of architecture and design brought to the 
area by the pioneers.  The temple was constructed as a steel-frame building 
with highly detailed architectural precast concrete cladding and GFRC cladding.  
All of the architectural features in the panels were created by Forterra using 
custom wood and custom rubber form liners.  Each panel was individually 
inspected for even the slightest imperfection.  

Forterra Structural Precast produced and erected 37,040 square feet of 
architectural precast wall panels and 6,070 square feet of glass fiber reinforced 
concrete sections on the Cedar City LDS Temple.  To make the project more 
economical, patterns were replicated in a way that allowed Forterra to reuse 
certain portions of the wall panel forms.  These wall panels were then slightly 
sandblasted to expose some of the specially selected aggregate.  Specially 
trained detailers and finishers ensure that the panels are sandblasted enough to 
bring out the sparkle in the mix design, but not so much that the intricate details 
are lost.

The aggregate in this specific concrete mix was sourced from Salinas, California 
and Central Utah for its color and sparkle.  Once the aggregate arrived at the 
production facility in Salt Lake City, Utah, it was incorporated into a custom 
concrete mix that represented the look of chiseled quartz or limestone.  
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Success
Historically, many temples were constructed using stone.  Precast concrete offers 
the same durability and allows for the ornate detailing but at a more economic price.  
Erection of the architectural precast cladding took less than four months, saving the 
owner construction time and allowing the temple to be in use sooner.  Only six to 
seven people made up Forterra’s erection crew, drastically minimizing the number of 
construction personnel on site, thus minimizing risk and congestion.

Producing these spectacular temples has become an integral part of Forterra 
Structural Precast’s core skills. Having produced many temples, Forterra has been 
recognized for attention to detail, schedule, and safety on each project.  The success 
for the owner, contractor, and subcontractors alike are evidenced through the 
continued selection of precast concrete as an important building material for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints’ landmark projects.  Forterra used similar 
construction methods on the Payson, Utah Temple, the Meridian, Idaho Temple, and 
the Star Valley, Wyoming Temple.

“The quality, consistency, and ability to provide intricate details makes selecting 
precast a natural for projects like this. The combination of a white quartz aggregate 
finish with the clean lines of the architect’s design provides an inspiring look that is 
both durable and timeless,” says Jim McGuire, Sales Manager for Forterra Structural 
Precast.
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Forterra
Forterra is a leading manufacturer of water 
and drainage pipe, and related products, as 
well as advanced structural and 
architectural pre-stressed and precast 
concrete solutions. With strategically 
located facilities across the United States, 
Mexico, and Canada, Forterra helps build 
and maintain the sustainable infrastructure 
of North America. Whether providing 
water to homes or ensuring safe roadways, 
Forterra innovative products and services 
are designed to improve quality of life and 
help communities grow and thrive.

Learn more at forterrabp.com




